
- 15 -

O B E Y I N G T H E M E S S E N G E R IS C O N D I T I O N E D 

The Q u r a n e m p h a s i z e s that o b e d i e n c e i s abso lu te when 
the s o u r c e i s G o d , w h i l e the p e r s o n a l o p i n i o n of the m e s s e n ­
g e r m a y be d e t r i m e n t a l to h i m a n d / o r to those who f o l l o w 
h i s p e r s o n a l o p i n i o n s : 

" A n y t h i n g good that happens to y o u (O M u h a m m a d ) i s f r o m 
G o d . A n d a n y t h i n g bad that happens to y o u i s f r o m y o u . 
We have sent you as a m e s s e n g e r to the p e o p l e , and G o d 
s u f f i c e s as a w i t n e s s . W h o e v e r obeys the m e s s e n g e r i s 
o b e y i n g G o d . A s f o r those who t u r n a w a y , we d i d not send 
y o u as t h e i r g u a r d i a n . 11 (4: 79-80) 

T h u s , the p e r s o n a l o p i n i o n of M u h a m m a d m a y be b a d , 
and m a y c a u s e bad th ings to h a p p e n . O n the o t h e r h a n d , 
M u h a m m a d the m e s s e n g e r u t t e r s T H E W O R D S O F G O D , 
i . e . , the Q u r a n , and m u s t be obeyed a b s o l u t e l y . F o r w h o ­
e v e r obeys the m e s s e n g e r i s o b e y i n g G o d , and we a r e to 
obey the c o m m a n d m e n t s of G o d , no t the c o m m a n d m e n t s of 
m e n . 


