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O B E Y I N G T H E M E S S E N G E R IS C O N D I T I O N E D 

T h e Q u r a n g ives n u m e r o u s e x a m p l e s that we m u s t obey 
what M u h a m m a d u t t e r e d as a m e s s e n g e r of G o d , and N O T 
N E C E S S A R I L Y what he u t t e red as a m a n . A s a m e s s e n g e r , 
he u t t e r e d Q u r a n , and nothing but Q u r a n , 

F u r t h e r m o r e , the Q u r a n teaches that M u h a m m a d the 
m a n a c t u a l l y c o m m i t t e d s e r i o u s e r r o r s . T h u s , i n the v e r s e 
shown b e l o w we see that God w i s h e d to e s t a b l i s h a l a w 
w h e r e b y a m a n can m a r r y the d i v o r c e d wi fe of h i s a d o p t e d 
s o n , M u h a m m a d w a s to be our e x a m p l e . H o w e v e r , t h i s 
w a s c o n t r a r y to the t r a d i t i o n s of A r a b i a , and the P r o p h e t 
a c t u a l l y n f e a r e d the people i n s t e a d of f e a r i n g G o d . n 

(33: 3 
" Y o u s a i d to the one b l e s s e d by G o d and b l e s s e d by y o u , ' D o 
not d i v o r c e y o u r w i f e , and o b s e r v e G o d . 1 T h u s , you h i d i n 
y o u r s e l f what G o d wanted to d e c l a r e , and you f e a r e d the 
p e o p l e w h e n G o d i s the one you shou ld f e a r . T h e n , w h e n 
Z e i d ( M u h a m m a d ' s adopted son) f i n a l l y d i v o r c e d h e r , we 
had you m a r r y h e r . T h i s w a s done to show that the b e l i e v ­
i n g m e n a r e a l l o w e d to m a r r y the d i v o r c e d w i v e s of t h e i r 
adopted s o n s . T h e c o m m a n d s of G o d s h a l l be c a r r i e d o u t . 1 1 


